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MISSION
Enrich the lives of George Mason University
Jewish undergraduate and graduate
students so that they may enrich the Jewish
people and the world.

VISION
Serving the Jewish educational, religious,
cultural, recreational, communal, social, and
emotional needs of Jewish students
attending Mason.
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Dear Friends,

As I begin my role of being the president of the community board,
I feel like I am standing on the shoulders of a giant. We are so very
grateful for the work of Allon Shiff who in partnership with Rabbi
Daniel Novick and all of you for continuing to create a dynamic
Hillel at GMU.

Having been associated with Mason Hillel since it was a Jewish
Student Association, I have watched the Hillel grow and become a
dynamic force on campus. We recently had our opening
Community Board retreat and I was inspired by the energy and
devotion of our current board and the creative leadership of Rabbi 

Daniel.

As he and his wife, Sarah, have ushered in a new life over the summer, celebrating the birth of their
son, Asher, Rabbi Daniel has breathed new life into an organization that continues to make a
difference in the lives of so many students as you can see in his report. As we welcomed back
Na'ama Gold , our previous director and her family at the dinner following the retreat, we are living
out the prayer which says "from generation to generation we declare G-d's praise". We are lighting
the path of our students, faculty, and members of our Northern VA Jewish community and beyond.

We are excited to welcome Liat Friedman, the Director of Jewish Student Life and Sydney Spanier,
the Springboard Innovation Fellow to Hillel who are part of a great staff team including Beryl Trauth-
Jurman and Luisa Moss.

Together with our student board, we are embarking on wonderful new journeys which we will be
sharing with you. In order to realize our dreams, we will continue to need your involvement and will
be informing you about exciting ways in which you can support our innovative approach to building
and sustaining Jewish life for all our students.

As we all continue to wrestle with Covid and an unsettled world, we are grateful that Hillel provides
a safe place for students to support each other. As an adjunct professor in the Honors College and
the Religious Studies Department, I have witnessed first hand the impact that Hillel has on enriching
the lives of our students and providing mental health support during these challenging times.

We hope that as we approach the New Year, we will all continue to keep the light of Mason Hillel
burning strongly and continue to spark more interest among those who are in our network.

May the new year bring hope, health, and happiness to all of us.

B'shalom,

Rabbi Bruce Aft

 R A B B I  B R U C E  A F T
C O M M U N I T Y  B O A R D  

P R E S I D E N T
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Dear Mason Hillel Family,

In the recent weeks, I have been meeting and talking with families
of new incoming students and introducing them to the work of
Mason Hillel and the Jewish community at George Mason
University. Something that has stood out to me this year is the
number of families and students saying that they have heard from
current Mason students and families about how active and great
the Jewish community is at GMU. The word is spreading- as the
Mason Hillel community grows, expands, and evolves, prospective
and incoming students are taking note and interested in seeing
themselves as part of our special Jewish community. Nothing 
prides me more as Mason Hillel’s Executive Director than hearing about the positive stories of impact 
 community. 
Some of these stories and highlights are shared within this Annual Report. Through our robust cohort
programming or our one-on-one engagement work filled with lots and lots of coffee, Mason Hillel and
its students are building a strong Jewish community. This year, we saw the opening of a Kosher Dining
option on campus, the creation of an Engagement Internship program, trips to Israel, creative
Shabbat meals, a redesigned office space focusing on student wellness and wellbeing, and more.
Students are connecting with one another and finding their people and place on campus. Our work is
continuously evolving and as each academic year ends, we look forward to new beginnings and
opportunities in the future. 
Of course, we don’t do this work alone. Thanks to your support, Mason Hillel was able to do all of that
and more. Your support helps us support each and every student we engage. Your support allows us
to have an incredible team of professionals who were there for students throughout the year - my
deepest gratitude goes out to Liat Friedman, Sydney Spanier, Luisa Moss, and Beryl Trauth-Jurman.
Most importantly, your support also directly impacts our student leaders who planned initiatives and
programs that were relevant and engaging and that touched hundreds of lives. 
We would not be where we are today without the support and leadership of our Community Board
and its President, Rabbi Bruce Aft. The Mason Hillel project is a community-inspired one, and we are
grateful for the many hours of work the Community Board puts in to ensure we have a strong and
stable organization. 
There is more to come for Mason Hillel. For now, we reflect on the past year and have its stories inspire
us to spread the story of Mason Hillel. I am grateful for your support and I look forward to working
with you to ensure a bright future for Mason Hillel and the Northern Virginia Jewish community.

R A B B I  D A N I E L  N O V I C K
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  

 



Hi Mason Hillel Community!

I am beyond excited to be the 2023-2024 Hillel Student President.
Hillel quickly became my home away from home upon arriving to
the George Mason University campus. Since then, I’ve felt
empowered and supported as I explored leadership roles within the
organization on committees, as the Digital Engagement Chair, and
an Engagement Intern and my ideas heard regarding restructuring
student leadership. Outside of Hillel, I am a returning Freshman
Resident Assistant, a member of the Peer Empowerment
Program through Counseling and Psychological Services, and the
Undergraduate Program Assistant for the Judaic Studies Program
and Minor. While I love all of these roles, there is something special
about Hillel that fills my heart more than anything else.

This past year we welcomed 2 new full-time staff members and
rejuvenated the Engagement Internship Program.  With this
dedication and focus on reaching more students and fostering
more connections, our community is flourishing. We’ve
specifically increased our reach to commuters, contemporary
students, and those currently enrolled at Northern Virginia
Community College. Additionally, we’ve grown our engagement
with college-age and college-stage Jews in the Northern Virginia
area. 

With all of this growth, it was time for the student leadership model
to change too. We took the input and involvement from students
who had a variety of leadership backgrounds to create and
implement a new leadership model. This reimagined structure
empowers students to work on the specific programming they
want to see on their timeline. This model also puts a focus on
student leader well-being and prioritizes leadership development
through low barrier opportunities within the community. 

There is so much to look forward to in the upcoming year. From
meeting new students this Fall, watching how the new leadership
model is embraced, and exciting new programs to the Spring
Soiree. It is truly an honor and privilege to be on the front lines
of this amazing organization and afforded the opportunity to give
back to our community.

Ashleigh
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STUDENT PRESIDENT'S REPORT

A S H L E I G H  T R U D E L L
S T U D E N T  P R E S I D E N T
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A YEAR IN REVIEW

Israel EngagementShabbat Dinners Jewish Learning
Experiences

Jewish Holiday
Celebrations

Diversity and
Inclusion

Community Outreach
Initiatives 

(Interfaith, Political, 
& Social Justice)
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MEANINGFUL JEWISH ENGAGEMENT
By Luisa Moss

Leah Kundel got involved with Mason Hillel because she did not grow up surrounded
by a Jewish community or any other Jewish people outside of her family. Her family
had previously experienced a lot of antisemitism and to protect her from the same
experience, she was instructed to keep her Judaism a secret. She grew to be
embarrassed of being Jewish.

When Leah arrived at Mason, she wanted to be involved in Jewish life on campus but
was cautious. She felt that she was not “Jewish enough” because she felt she did not
know as much about her Judaism as her peers on campus. A member of Mason
Hillel reached out to Leah about having a coffee chat. During this meeting, Leah
discovered “I wasn’t alone. There were many with the same or similar stories to mine
and there was a loving community ready to accept me and teach me.

Leah is now involved in Mason Hillel and serves as an engagement intern. She meets
with students one-on-one for coffee chats to get to know them and help find
meaningful ways for them to connect with Hillel based on their interests. “To now
have the opportunity to be on the other side of this story and connect new people
into the community has been beyond rewarding.”
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FINDING MY PLACE



CONNECTING WITH ISRAEL
By Amichai Levy 

they do was very valuable to me.
I can honestly say that trips like this are so important for
building relationships between Jewish and non-Jewish
communities. In a time where people are ostracized and
penalized socially and professionally for engaging in
dialogue with Jewish people about Israel and Palestine,
providing non-Jewish students with the opportunity to
learn about the conflict in a safe and low-stakes setting is
crucial. We can never hope to have understanding between
Jewish and non-Jewish communities if we allow people
who discourage learning and dialogue to control the
conversation and the narratives that circulate. This is an
important step in asserting the power of dialogue for
peacebuilding both in the region and in the Diaspora.
I am so grateful for the chance I was given to participate in
this trip, and I feel empowered and inspired to continue
the work of building relationships between our Jewish
community and our neighbors on campus going forward. I
am confident that the friendships formed on this trip will
lead to meaningful experiences back home, continuing
conversations and ideas explored during the trip.
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Having completed the Fact Finders trip through Mason
Hillel, I feel extremely lucky and blessed to be able to have
had the opportunity to participate in a trip like this one.
Fact Finders was thoroughly illuminating, taking at its heart
an ethos of understanding and conversation. The
organization of the trip allowed for me to branch out of my
comfort zone in discussing the Israeli-Palestinian and
Israeli-Arab conflicts with non-Jewish students. This is not
something I typically enjoy doing in the US, where I cannot
be sure of people’s intentions or if they are peaking to me
in good faith. Thanks to the hard work of Hillel staff and our
wonderful tour guide, this trip allowed for me to engage
with non-Jewish students meaningfully about the conflicts,
increasing mutual understanding in a way I haven’t ever
experienced before.
Getting to go to Ramallah to hear directly from Palestinian
leaders in the West Bank was such a unique and rewarding
experience that I don’t think I’d ever have gotten outside of
this trip. I find that dialogue in the US about Israel-Palestine
features a lot of talking about what some Palestinians or
other Palestinians think, so  getting to speak directly to
people who live there and are affected by the situation
there and understand why they view it the way 

A M I C H A I  L E V Y
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WELCOME TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS
We recently welcomed two new members to our community board. 

J E F F  D A N N I C K

Jeff Dannick joined the Pozez Jewish Community Center of
Northern Virginia in March 2011 as its Executive Director. In
that role, he combines his passion for community building
with his love for Israel and for Jewish culture and traditions;
his commitment to education; his belief in the importance
of fitness — physical, mental, and spiritual; and his expertise
in management and fundraising, to help bring the Pozez
JCC to new heights.
Jeff’s background is quite diverse. After completing his
bachelor’s degree in Performing Arts/Theatre with a minor
in Business Administration from Alfred University, and
earning his master’s degree in arts administration and an
MBA from Southern Methodist University, he pursued a
twenty-year career in theatre administration. Prior to
joining the Center, Jeff served as the Executive Director of
the Israel Children’s Centers, the American fundraising
organization that supports the Israel Tennis and
Education Centers. Jeff and his wife Marcia live in
Springfield, Virginia and have two grown daughters,
Samantha, and Rachel.

A L E X  R O S E N W A L D

Alex Rosenwald is the Senior Director of Communications
for The Hill, where he focuses on the reach and awareness
of their streaming channel, live events, and journalists. He
previously served in communications roles for the Hudson
Institute, Ricochet, the Washington Examiner and The
Weekly Standard. Rosenwald received a Bachelors of
Science in conflict analysis and resolution, focusing on
Middle East history and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, from
George Mason University. He is also a James Madison
Fellow at Hillsdale College, as well as a Tehom Fellow with
the Jewish Federation of Greater Washington. He currently
lives in Fairfax with his wife Maddie (they both met at
Mason Hillel), and are members of Congregation Olam
Tikvah.
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HILLEL IMPACT REPORT 

529

Shabbat Meals 
Served

177

Jewish
Undergraduate
Participants in

Hillel Activities One
or More Times 

169

Coffee Chats
With Students  

15

Leadership Positions,
Fellowships, and Interns 

69

Particpants Attended
Hillel Activities Six

Times 

119

First Time Participating
in a Hillel Event or

Program 
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2022-2023 REVENUE 

$390,212 

Grants
65.4%

Fundraising
23%

Miscellaneous
11.6%

2022-2023 EXPENSES 

$370,455
Salaries/Benefits

44.1%

Programming 
38%

Israel Fellow
14.3%

Operations
3.6%
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OUR SUPPORTERS
Thank you for support! We apologize for any errors or omissions. 

Randi & Steven
Adelberg
Prof. Leonard Adelman
Sue & Rabbi Bruce Aft
Agudas Achim Cong.
Sisterhood
Andrea Albersheim
Hannah Ali
Jacqeline Almassian
Varda Amir-Orrel
Anonymous
Dr. Giorgio Ascoli
Susan Auerhan
Barbara & Jordan Baker
Katie Bartlett-Sandrock
David Bass
Joy & Leonard Baxt
Melanie Becker &
Roberto Sanchez
Rabbi Vicki Bedo
Hailey Behrman
Mr. Lester Bergen
Velma Berkey
Miriam & Jeffrey
Berkowitz
Shari Berman
Kim & Bruce Bernstein
Beth El Hebrew Cong.
Brotherhood
Michele & Nelson Blitz
Cheryl & Murray Bloom
Dana Blumenfeld
Tanya Bodzin

Elisa Bovee
Jane & Scott Brown
Paul Brown
Sheri Brown
Sheila & Robert Budoff
Kristen Buzby
Arnold Canape
Joshua Cantor
Susan & Austin Cantor
Chloe Chaet
Jamie & Douglas Chaet
Charlotte & Paul
Chandler
Leah Chanin
Ann & Dr. Jay Cherlow
Amanda Chevat
Susan & Kenneth Cohn
Cong. Olam Tikvah
Men's Club
Cong. Olam Tikvah
Sisterhood
Jackie & Richard Cooper
Sean Culley
Rabbi Mendel Deitsch
Prof. Rutledge Dennis
Ruth & Edward Diener
Hazzan Elisheva
Dienstfrey
Susan & Shawn Dilles
James Dooley
Sharon Draznin
Lynne & Elliott Dubin
Bruce Dubinsky

Erika Dubinsky
Judi Eichler
Lauren Eichler
Lori Eisen
Dolores & Edward
Eisenson
Sean Epstein
Marlin & David Feldman
Phyllis & Paul Figler
Deborah & Michael Fink
Vicki & Simon Fishman
Deborah Forman
Karen & Eric Forman
Daniel Frank
Leslie & Robert Frank
Frances Freedman
Paul Freedman
Liat Friedman
Dr. Xandy Frisch
Danielle Gaita
Ellen Gale
Maxine & Norman
Gelfand
Prof. Harold Geller
Jennifer Gillespie
Prof. Mark Ginsberg
Michele & Mark Glago
Wendy Golden
Marc Goldman
Rabbi Michelle
Goldsmith
Audrey Goldstein &
Douglas Sanderson
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OUR SUPPORTERS
Alexander Goldstone
Adriana Gonzalez
Anila & Evan Gordon
Carol Gordon & Steven
Rosenthal
Burton Greenstein
Stacy & Michael Gross
Lauren Haymes
Susan Herschler
Ellyn & Bill Hirsch
Heidi & Robert Hirsh
Nina Hirshman
Rachel Hofstatter
Rabbi Michael Holzman
Mary Horner
Elliott Horowitz
Louise & Jay Howell
Sheri A. Huerta
Joan & Randall Hunn
Jessica & Matt Hyde
Sidney Irgang
Lois & Barry Jacobs
Judith & Gene Jacobs
Rabbi David Kalender
Abby & Arthur Kalotkin
Sharon & David
Kamerling
Phyllis & Bruce Kaplan
Prof. Seth Kaplan
Robert Kaufmann
Allison Kaye
Brian Kaye
Melissa & Jay Keehn
Caroline Kelley

Deborah & Chet Kessler
Sheldon Kimmel
Ethan Kinory
Adena Kirstein
Brenda & Marvin
Klemow
Sharon Kolber
Ellen Kopel-Puretz
Constance Koutris
Brian Krause
Leonard Kreinces
Miriam Krinsky
Susan & Bill Kristol
Sarah Lafreniere & Ross
Diamond
Daniel Lakin
Eva & Michael Leavitt
Amichai Levy
Audrey Liebross & Jay
Jarvis
Rachel Lindsey
Nechama & Billy Liss-
Levinson
Brina London
Natalia Lueck
Patricia Lutkowitz
Elizabeth & Peter Maer
Ita & Mark Mandel
Sasha & Thais Mark
Sandy & Howard Marks
Emily Mathae
Taylor & Nick May
Rebecca McKenize &
Ian Pernick

Shari Merrill
Sandra & Jay Mervis
Carol Meyers & Larry
London
Ethel Miller
Dr. Joan Mizrahi
Trina Mizrahi
Marcia Mofson & Jeff
Dannick
Adam Moldover
Ginger Moss
Luisa Moss
Barbara & Jay Myerson
Nathalie Nabatkhorian
Rabbi Daniel Novick
Diane & Mark Novick
Ariel & Steven Novick
Mary Partridge & Matt
Spetalnick
Gwen & Jerome Paulson
Margot & Dr. Richard
Peet
Nanette Perlman & Jack
Berman
Patti & Stephen Philipse
Eda Pickholtz
Elisa & Prof. Steven
Pilloff
Dr. Deborah Polayes
Pozez JCC of Northern
Virginia
Sharon & Ross Raphael
Rabbi Steve Rein
Sharon Rennert
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OUR SUPPORTERS
Ivette Retrey-Golinsky
Ilana Reyes
Dvorah Richman and
Paul Driessen
David Rine
Beth Rivelis
Drs. Ellen and Pierre
Rodgers
Heather Romagnoli
Anthony Romano
Anthony Romano Sr.
Bailey Romano
Prof. Steven Rose
Bill Rosenbluth
Maddie & Alexander
Rosenwald
Rachel & Eric Rothberg
Cynthia & Mark Rutzick
Geri & Greg Samuels
Zack Samuels
Prof. Stephen
Saperstone
Rabbi Jeffrey Saxe
Neil Schlussel
Judy & Stanley Schretter
Donna & Richard Schutz
Rabbi Amy
Schwartzman
Julie & David Selden
Dr. Carol Shapiro
BJ and Allon Shiff
Chanel Shirazi
Eleanor & Gary
Shumaker

Lois & Howard
Silberberg
Jon Silberman
Rebecca Simons
Barbara & John Sipos
Lauretta & Jeff Skigan
Gwen & Jim Sloan
Howard Sloan
Theodore Smith
Prof. Ariela Sofer
Sydney Spanier
Ellen Stept & Robert
Krovetz
Kristel Stern
Charlotte Strauss
Deborah Swichkow &
Raymond Ellis
Marie & Glenn Taubman
Lila Tinkoff
Beryl Trauth-Jurman
Mila Travitsky
Ashleigh Trudell
Mindee & Steven Trudell
Anita & Michael Turk
Leslie & Irvin Varkonyi
Sandra Varvaro
Stacey & Steve Wagner
Dorothy & Benjamin
Wallen
Aviva Walls
Ervin Walter
Linda & Robert Watts
Martin Weiner
Dr. Deborah Weltz

Charles Willing
Dr. Robert Winer
Bonnie Wunsch
Deborah & David Yaffe
Susan & Dr. Steven
Zimmet
Rochelle Zohn
Sepe & Jason Zuccari
Michelle Zuckerman

GRANTS
Hillel: The Foundation
for Jewish Campus Life
Israel on Campus
Coalition
Maccabee Task Force
Seed the Dream
Foundation
StandWithUs
Tidewater Jewish
Federation Community
Impact Grant
The Morningstar
Foundation
United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism/
The Rabbinical
Assembly
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OUR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS 
Thank you for supporting the Mason Jewish community! 


